
 

     Friends of the Library 

    Minutes for July 1, 2020 Meeting 

Welcome:  President Arlene Mari welcomed those attending: Sandy Birkland, Blanche Chapman, 

Mike Chapman, Kari Denison, Angie Eakins, Mary Frieze, Tony Gies, MaryJo Hamling. 

Arlene called the meeting to order at 12:00. 

Agendas for the meeting and minutes from the June 4, 2020 meeting were distributed. 

It was moved and seconded to accept the minutes. Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer's report:  Tony G. reported the balance is $18,230.08. There were no bills. 

New and Continuing Business: 

1. New officers have been elected at the June 4 meeting – President Arlene Mari, Vice President Sandy 

Birkland, Treasurer Tony Gies, and Secretary MaryJo Hamling. 

2. Arlene sent a thank you to Patricia Simonson for her support as a friend. 

3. Outside summer book sale 

 Date: Sat. July 11     Hours?   9 am. Till 3 pm. This will be weather dependent. 

 Will need volunteers to help set up tables, haul books from Book Station to parking lot  

 outside, to work the sale and for cleanup and putting items back into the Station afterward. 

Arlene will ask Donna P. to send an email to Friends members for signing up for tasks, and for 

worker shifts.  Tony and Mike will be at the Station at 7am that morning to start the setup with 

volunteers.  We will talk with Brittney, children's librarian, about finding some young adults 

to assist as volunteers. 

A.  Need a large jar for donations. The idea is to avoid handling money. 

  Will have a sign explaining the usual pricing – paperback books 25 cents and $1 for  

  hardback books and children's books 10 cents each, except for some special kids books that 

  are priced higher. We will try to avoid coins. 

B. Everyone will be required to wear masks.  

  Will need signs made – announcing pricing by donation, mask requirements. 

  If a limited number of people are allowed inside the Book Station, poster explaining the 

  procedures. 

C. Friends will go on the radio ahead of time and also have notice in the News Argus, plus 

   posters will be made announcing the sale. Mary, Blanche and MaryJo volunteered to go 

   on the radio.  MaryJo will contact Phyllis Hall about the date for the 10 o'clock program. 

   Will announce on the radio – types of items we do NOT accept as donations – technical manuals, old 

textbooks nor encyclopedias, etc. Will encourage shoppers to bring their own bags, if possible. We will have 

rubber gloves for workers. 

D. MaryJo will contact the Health Dept. Sanitarian today after the meeting to find out what 

  requirements we need to follow. 

E. We will accept donations of books at the sale that day.  

4. Discussion on meeting with Dina B. and Mary F. – clarification of budget and request for 

items, etc. by FOL. Arlene reported the following: 

In order to establish and maintain healthy ties between the City and the Library and the 

Friends, a lot of thought has gone into how to make this relationship work on a positive level for everyone. If 

the parties aren't always looking at one another for ulterior motives and underhanded dealings and feelings of 

unfairness, our working relationship could run much more smoothly and 

 maybe we could develop trust along the way.  

  At the beginning of each budget cycle/process, Dani would like to talk with us about a list of 

items she would like to consider purchasing for the Library's benefit for that year. The Friends would meet and 

discuss this request and determine which items we would like to fund, depending on the amount of money in 

our treasury -NOT the amount of money we would have to raise that year to meet that goal. Dani would follow 

the guidelines of the City and get 3 bids for the desired item, chose one of them and let us know the exact dollar 

amount. We would then cut a check payable to the Library, Dani would give that to the City and the City would  
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then pay the vendor for the item. That way, the City has a record of what was purchased and can add it to the 

“insured” list of items in the Library, and the Friends aren't viewed as doing underhanded purchasing that 

nobody finds out about after the fact. 

                    Mary F. explained the FOL can still spend money for other events or non-property items during the 

 year. 

            It was noted that the library fiscal year runs from July 1 through June 30th each year. 

5. Fundraising: 

  What do the Friends want to do as far as fundraising? A discussion was held. We help with the  

Chili Bowl, which brings in money for the Youth Summer Reading Program, and we pay for speakers to come 

in for the Library's Community Programs.  There will be no Author dinner or evening this year 2020, and 

maybe we don't need to think of this as a fundraiser. This could be just an event, with an author (speaker) 

coming in and talking about their book – something that is a community interest type of thing. 

    We discussed fundraising. The author dinner actually does not bring in much income – with the exception of 

the silent auction portion. Mainly the price of attending pays the event  location. 

                       Those attending felt that the FOL does a good job with our book sales and that this should be 

              our main source of fundraising in an ongoing manner. 

6. Library update – from Kari D. 

Things are going well with the modified hours and patrons are happy that the library is open. 

She said 95% of the people coming in are OK with wearing masks. This is intense work for 

the people at the main desk with all the things they are monitoring. 

The take-out window is a popular feature. There are on-line story times by Brittney plus on-line 

teen writers group. There is no outreach due to Covid. The summer reading program is in its 

fourth week. The them is Imagine Your Story and there are bingo activity sheets and reading tasks. No prizes 

are being given this year. The library also has follow the gnome. The statue is placed in various locations around 

town and people are encouraged to contact the library and  tell where they see him. The summer reading 

program has fewer participants, which the library expected due to the Covid situation. 

                       When books are returned, they are left to sit for 72 hours and then sanitized before being re- 

  circulated. This seems to be working well.  Kari will update the website to take off the    

  announcement that there are monthly book sales. 

  For the magazines in the entryway and for the newspapers in the library, these are not sanitized  

             so there are signs that state this and warn people to use at their own risk. 

 

              We held a short discussion about how to do sorting/shelving of books in the Book Station. 

 

              Arlene adjourned the meeting at 1:03 pm. 

 

    

  

  

 

 

 

 


