
 

Friends of the Lewistown Public Library Minutes for Aug. 26, 2020 Meeting 

Those attending:  Blanche Chapman, Mike Chapman, Angie Eakins, Mary Frieze, Tony Gies, MaryJo Hamling, 

Floss Kettering, Arlene Mari,  Mary Mendell, Cathy Moser, Donna Philip. 

Minutes and Agendas were distributed.  Arlene Mari, President, called the meeting to order at noon. 

Minutes were approved (motion: Mike C., 2nd Cathy Moser). 

Treasurer's Report was given by Tony Gies. Balance is $19,436.15 and there are no bills to be paid. 

   There is a grant for $5,000 to help pay for a new book drop for outside the library main door. Arlene is 

working on this issue. There was supposed to be a wire transfer for this, but the routing numbers did not match. 

 Outdoor Summer Book Sale July 11:  The July book sale brought in $681. Arlene stated that people were 

happy to come and purchase books. High school student Bailey Uecker came to volunteer for setup and to help 

with the sale and also to help at the end of sale with take down  /cleanup. We appreciated her willing assistance 

greatly. Arlene contacted her advisor for NHS, Meggan Cirrincione, to let her know Bailey helped. The hours of 

9am till 2pm worked well. 

 Discussion was held about doing another outdoor book sale in September. The group decided to set the date for 

Sat. Sept. 19th , and in case of bad weather the alternate date would be Sept. 26th. Suggestion was made to offer 

a special deal.  One idea would be to have people bid on a chance to come to the Book Station and shop along 

with four or five others for a specified amount of time and whatever books they would like.  

Spika Manufacturing Annual Day of Service for community is Wed. Sept. 16th or Thursday Sept. 17th. The 

FOL could use their volunteers to sort books or organize the shed.  Arlene will contact them to ask if they could 

have volunteers here on Wed. Sept. 16th. Their hours of service run from 8am till 4pm. Possibly a certain 

number of their workers here per shift would work. We will have some FOL members there to assist them. 

Santa's Seconds Sale: Discussion was held. If COVID is still occurring, this could be a problem for having 

people in a crowd in a limited space upstairs at the library. FOL would also need to be sure there are plenty of 

workers for setting this up. Last year, the setup was Friday and then the sale was Sat. 

It was noted that some families have already donated some Christmas items toward this and that this could 

possibly be a good fundraiser.  If the indoor book sales continue to be suspended, this sale could help FOL 

financially. Possibly FOL could find another larger location for the sale. 

Status of book drop Grant: Arlene is doing some checking into this. There is a specific period of time in 

which the grant money must be used.  The book drop that Dani found would work is approximately $8,000. It 

will come with one bin on wheels and Dani felt the library needs 4 more bins.  The grant could help along with 

some library and FOL funds.  Inside the book drop, there is a need for bins on wheels.  Possibly FOL could 

secure some of those from a local manufacturing firm such as HCR or Spika Manufacturing.  The old book drop 

would then be available for use over at the book station. 

Mobile Work Stations: There is a need for portable work stations which would include laptop, printer, CPU, 

etc. The plan would be for four of these.  Cost is $3,500 each. They could be used by library staff off-site if 

quarantining due to COVID needs to occur. That way library work can continue. Also, after COVID, these 

could be used at the library in specific locations where the librarians are working on specific tasks/projects.   

  Motion was made and seconded (Floss Kettering, 2nd-  Mary) to monetarily support the library's efforts on the 

book drop and the mobile work stations.  The costs would be shared by the library and the FOL.  This motion 

carried. The understanding is that FOL would leave a cushion in the treasury. The FOL has traditionally kept 

$5,000 as a balance. 

The WiFi hot spots are working nicely for those who need to check them out. 

Retirement:  Longtime librarian and historian Nancy Watts will be retiring the end of August.  She has done a 

tremendous amount of work with historical items and documents.  It was suggested to have something in the 

newspaper acknowledging all her valuable work.  She does not really want a plaque nor a lot of recognition. 

Possibly there will be a historical map framed and given to her. This is being worked on now by Library board. 

Arlene adjourned the meeting at 12:58 pm. 

Mike Chapman noted that there is quite a lot of electronic equipment that is considered surplus or no longer 

usable. Possibly FOL members could take it to Billings to an e-recycling location. He will check into this. 

Respectfully submitted by Secretary MaryJo Hamling 

  



 


