
Friends of the Library Minutes 
January 29, 2020 

 
Welcome: Interim President, Arlene Mari, called the meeting to order at 12:05 on Wednesday, January 29, 
2020, and welcomed those attending: Mary Jo Hamling, Mary Frieze, Donna Philip, Dani Buehler and Sandy 
Birkland. 
 
Agendas for the meeting and the minutes of the December meeting were distributed for review. Mary Jo 
moved, seconded by Mary F to approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: There was no treasurer’s report. 
 
New and continuing business:  Arlene reminded us of book sorting tomorrow, Thursday, January 20, and of the 
book sale on Saturday February 1. Tony and Louise will be working 9:00 until 11:30, and Sandy and Angie will 
work 11:30 until 2:00. The proceeds from the January book sale were a whopping $784.20. 
 
It had been suggested that the public be made aware of the fact that the Santa’s Seconds Sale supports the 
family movies, perhaps by a banner displayed at the sale. Dani suggested we not earmark the proceeds for the 
movies, since all of our income goes toward supporting the Library, but indicate on the banner all of the projects 
to which the Friends have contributed. 
 
Chili Bowl report: The Chili Bowl was again a success. Everyone enjoyed it. The total proceeds amounted to 
$3,423 with a net profit of $3,250, a little under 2019, but probably because what normally had been donations 
at the ice cream bar were diverted to new memberships to the Friends. 
 
Dani reported that fundraising may change in the future, due to the fact that such activities by employees of 
governmental entities, if not done on a volunteer basis, have been included in payroll.  
 
In response to Mary Frieze’s question about the number of participants, Dani said they do not have a head 
count, because no tickets are issued. Even though a team is considered eight people, not all tables had eight 
participants.   
 
Arlene asked if we should donate $100 (rather than $50 as in previous years) to the COA, considering the fact 
that we had used the kitchen two days. All agreed that Dale, Joy and even the help have always been so 
accommodating. Sandy moved, seconded by Mary Jo to increase the donation to $100. The check will be 
addressed to Dale Pfau. 
 
Arlene, Mary F and Dani have all prepared thank you cards for volunteers. Some have been sent, and the rest 
are ready to mail. 
 
Memberships: We discussed the cost of memberships. Donna reported that the cost of sending postcards and 
the annual newsletter is $5.81 per year. Thus, the $5.00 membership fee doesn’t cover that cost. She also 
reported that there have been only 11 people who pay the $5.00. Everyone else donates additional amounts 
with their memberships. The consensus of the group was not to raise dues. 



 
Arlene has the membership drive letter ready to send. Dani said she could make the 155 copies at the Library. 
She, Mary, Donna, and Sandy volunteered to prepare them for mailing. She will ask Pat Porter and Ruth Harbour 
if they would like to help. 
  
Director’s Report:  Dani mentioned that Lavonne Limpus wants to plant a tree at the Book Station with a plaque 
honoring her parents, Bill and Bette Limpus. After discussion, it was the consensus that a tree would be ok, but 
we would not like to set a precedent by approving the plaque. Donna suggested we prepare a landscaping plan, 
and ask Lavonne if she would like to donate one of the plants. Dani will convey that to her. 
 
Census at the library will be April 19 through April 25. She hopes to get lots of people in to sign, and will be 
applying for a grant to purchase Chrome Books so she can go out into the community to help people sign up. 
 
The Author’s Dinner will be called “Evening with an Author” in May this year. The author, Carolyn Patterson, 
who is a professor of creative writing at the University of Montana, has agreed to present. There will not be a 
sit-down dinner this year. Appetizers will be catered by the Elks (at the Elks Lodge), with opportunities to move 
around or sit down in theatre fashion. Donna moved, seconded by Sandy to contribute $1,000 to the cost of 
bringing her to Lewistown. Motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:20. The next meeting will be held on February 26, 2020. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Sandy Birkland, Secretary 


