
Friends of the Library Minutes 

December 18, 2019 

 

Welcome: Interim President, Arlene Mari, called the meeting to order at 12:15 on Wednesday, 

December 18, 2019, and welcomed those attending: Mary Jo Hamling, Mary Mendel, Donna Philip, 

Cathy Moser, Mary Frieze, Pat Porter, Dani Buehler and Sandy Birkland,  

 

Agendas for the meeting and the minutes of the November meeting were distributed for review. 

Corrections to the minutes were as follows:  1) Correct the spelling of Mary Frieze’s name, and Cathy 

Moser’s name. 2) Creed Zibell is not associated with Nutra Lawn. Cathy moved, seconded by Mary M 

to approve the minutes as corrected. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of Tony Gies, Arlene reported that there was $14,701 in the 

checking account, with a bill pending to pay the Council on Aging for the first Chili Bowl food order. 

The December book sale raised $658, and the Santa’s Seconds Sale raised over $1,000. 

 

New and continuing business: 

Book sorting will be held tomorrow, December 19, 2019, but there will be none Thursday, December 

26. The next book sorting will be on January 2, 2020. Regarding the Santa’s Seconds Sale, when asked 

when we could start setting up for the 2020 SSS sale, Dani said any time after 12:00 p.m. It was 

suggested that we cut off taking donations by the close of the Library on Thursday afternoon, and also 

that we invite more help. Another suggestion was to open the sale to buyers on Friday evening in 

addition to Saturday from 9:00 to 2:00. No decisions were made on these suggestions at this time. 

 

Arlene reported that, as a result of her letter to Karen Combs, Karen said she would help when she 

could, and donated $200 to the Friends. 

 

Tony had purchased $20 gift cards to the Six 18 Coffee Shop for the Library staff. Dani said they were 

much appreciated by the staff. It was agreed that the amount would be $25 in 2020. 

 

Chili Bowl report: The committee had met on December 11, to iron out details. Arlene reported on the 

results of this meeting. On the subject of helpers, Dani reported she was going to recruit Ted Anderson, 

Jim Hanson, and Jim Hamling to help set up. Mary Mendel and her sister have volunteered to help make 

muffins. Jean Collins has also volunteered to help where she can. 

 

Mary Mendel brought up membership drive. Arlene will work on the letter to send with the request for 

dues.  

 

Director’s Report:  Dani reported that the Elf movie was well received, and that the Library had 

received lots of thankyous. FOL had voted to contribute $1,000 to the cost of the movie series. The total 

cost may be as much as $1,200.  The next movie will be in February. She informed us that alcohol is not 

allowed in City buildings, and events held in the upstairs reading room cannot include alcoholic 

beverages. The staff is busy working on Chili Bowl happenings. 



 

Donna reminded members that Tom and Marie’s bench has been installed, and we should take a look at 

it. She said we will need to get two more flower barrels for the Book Station in the spring. The cost has 

been $60 per barrel. Mary Jo moved, seconded by Sandy to approve the expenditure for the two barrels. 

Dani interjected that the Library staff requested that since there is no way to water the plants, there be no 

barrels on the library side. 

 

Arlene displayed the new volunteer form for use at the Book Station, and announced the next FOL 

meeting will be on January 29, 2020. There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was 

adjourned at 1:15. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Sandy Birkland, Secretary 


