
Friends of the Library Meeting 

July 25, 2018 

 

Welcome: President, Marie Anderson, called the meeting to order at noon on Wednesday July 25, and 

welcomed those attending: Mary Jo Hamling, Mary Friese, Jean Collins, Donna Philip, Jacque Rollyson, 

Dani Buehler, and Sandy Birkland. Agendas for the meeting and the minutes of the June meeting were 

distributed.  

 

Disposition of Minutes: Need to add Laurie Lorher to the list of those to be honored at the appreciation 

party. Jean Collins moved, seconded by Sandy to approve the minutes as corrected. 

 

Minutes on the Library Website:  Dani said since the minutes of previous meetings provided by Sandy 

were not in digital form, the staff was unable to work with them. She also said there seemed to be 

months missing, but that could be because meetings were held quarterly for a while. Sandy said she 

could provide them in digital format in the future. It was decided we would start putting the minutes on 

the website and archive them from now on. 

 

Book sale workday and workers:  Donna mentioned that books were building up in the shed, and she 

wondered if workers were only shelving those that the library staff had deposited in the main book 

station. The reason for that could be that a very large donation was made just a few days before the July 

sale. Marie suggested having an extra work day before Chokecherry Festival. All agreed that this would 

be a good idea. Tony and Louise will probably work the early shift at the August sale. Jacque Rollyson 

volunteered for the late shift. Donna will email a request for an additional worker. 

 

Completion of landscaping:  Jeremy Bristol was working on replacing the landscaping rocks that had 

washed down Main Street during a heavy rain. Marie, Arlene and Tony visited with him about 

suggestions for improving the landscaping along 7th street. He had some good ideas, and they engaged 

him to do the work. It looks great. The cost was $2,000. 

 

Pillars on the side of main entrance and report on stucco:  Tony raised concerns at the June meeting 

that the stucco doesn’t go all the way to the bricks and doesn’t appear to be sealed. If the stucco went 

all the way to the bricks, it could wick moisture causing damage.  Mary Friese and Dani met with CJ 

Bailey about the first landing on outside stairs not being level, causing water to collect. CJ suggested 

grinding the high spots off. Fixing the landing could cost between $3,000 and $7,000. He is also looking 

into alternative sources of funding for the restoration of the pillars.  

 

Adam Grensten and mural:  Marie contacted Adam Grensten about finishing the mural on the side of 

the Book Station. He said he would fix the mural where it had faded, but he would not do the names or 

logo. Members were disappointed since they felt that was what he had agreed to do when he was 

engaged to do the work. Marie will contact him again to pin him down on a date. 

 

Appreciation party:  After discussion on the party to be held on August 1, at 6:00, Jean moved, 

seconded by Mary Friese that FOL would purchase the food for the party and members would provide 

beverages, wine being suggested. Motion carried. Dani suggested contacting Albertsons for a cake, and 



Brooks Market for meat, cheese and veggie trays. Dani will announce the party on the Library’s web 

page and the Friends page. Donna will also send an email. 

 

Newsletter issues:  A lengthy discussion ensued regarding what to do about the Newsletter, after which 

Donna moved, seconded by Jean to discontinue publication of a monthly newsletter and replace it with 

an annual newsletter, and to send postcards as needed listing upcoming events. Motion carried. 

 

Report on status of director search: Dani and Mary Friese reported on the status of the director search. 

The job description is complete and ready to be posted. Mary Baumstark will take it to the City 

Manager. The position will be posted within the City first. Interview questions still need to be written. 

 

Budget presentation Dani will present the preliminary budget to the commissioners on August 6, at 7:00 

at the Council on Aging building during the regular city commission meeting.  

 

Glance ahead to Chokecherry Festival:   Lyle Gorman wants to have a special table at the book sale to 

be held during the Chokecherry Festival on September 8. Lyle and Evelyn will help.  

 

Director’s Report:   Dani asked how the book drop off is going. She reported that participants in the 

summer reading program will have their logs to take to the Book Station for a free book. Nancy Sacket 

has been collecting nice books to use for that purpose and will take them to the Book Station.   

 

She reported that the Lewistown Art Center and Montana Historical Society had sent membership 

requests to the Library. After some discussion, it was decided to post the requests on the bulletin board, 

because it was felt that Library funds shouldn’t be used to support another entity. 

 

Dani, Marie, Tony, and Arlene had discussed the need for a new garbage can. Those officers approved 

the purchase. Marie mentioned the bench by the entry doors needs repair. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, Marie adjourned the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Sandy Birkland, Secretary 


