
 Professor Keslake had no sooner found a way to turn iron into gold than he was kidnapped 
and taken to Kempe Castle. The next day, a poacher, Bert Baggs, was caught on the grounds. He 
was blindfolded, taken to the castle, and put into a closet while the kidnappers checked his story. 
Luckily, they released him unharmed. Baggs (in fact, an undercover spy) went to the police and 
told them exactly what he remembered after waking up in the closet. From Baggs’s statement and 
the fl oor-plan, can you work out which closet Baggs woke up in, by what route he was led, and 
where the Professor is hidden?
 “When they took me out of the closet, I was in a really warm place. There was a low humming 
sound. We went through a door on the right and turned left down a corridor. After a while we turned left 
again. I could hear an odd but distant sound - like balls being hit. We turned left - again! - and then right. 

Some water was running beside 
me. Then I nearly fell down some 
steps.
 “We went right, into anoth-
er very warm room. There was a 
strange smell, like strong food. 
We went through another door, 
and I could hear muffl ed sounds, 
like cutlery on plates, I think. We 
left that room, turned right. As I 
walked I could defi nitely smell 
food and hear balls being hit - 
though it sounded clearer than 
last time. The corridor curved to 
the left, and I was guided up some 
more steps. We turned left into 
another room. It was very echoey. 
I slipped and felt a wooden fl oor 
under my hands. Then we went 
into another room, which was 
quite different - the sound was 
muffl ed, there was carpet, and a 
musty smell.
 “We took a door to the right 
out of that room, then turned left 
and left again. I smelled sweat. A 
fl ute was being played close by, 
and there was the hum of an en-
gine or a motor. We turned left, 
then took a left into another room. 
There they took off my blindfold. 
The lights were off, but I saw - just 
for a moment - the closet where 
they are hiding the professor.”
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